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Mary O’Neill, Director 

Joe Valdivia, Assoc. Director, Lynn Sossi, Assoc. Director 
28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 
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Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 
gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 
students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 
opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

                    
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
by Maziko Chimbayo 

 

Dec. 1 –  “Movember” barber shop trip,  
      BTC Men’s Club  
Dec. 15 –  Burger Baylor Carnival, 
         11:00AM – 2:30PM 
Dec. 16 –  Christmas Dance, BTC Gym 
                  1:00 – 2:30 PM 
Dec. 21 –  Christmas Caroling at Garden City 

     Firehouse, BTC Choir 12:45 – 2:00 PM 
Dec. 23 –  Last Day of School in 2016!  
                  Winter Break: 12-24-16 to 1-8-17 

 
 

BASA Blog 
 

Time is really flying this year. It’s December 
already! There are some upcoming events to 
look for. BASA will be sending out the info for 
the PBIS fundraiser we are sponsoring to raise 
money for the Positive Behavior program that 
all the students participate in. Look for the 
paperwork this week in your children’s 
backpacks. We have the first Autos for Autism 
meeting coming up in January. You don't have 
to be a member of BASA or on the committee 
to volunteer. A Pizza Party is being 
scheduled for February. We are working out 
the location for the party. All the info will be 
sent home and e-blasted. Be on the lookout 
for details.  

 

 

 
 

Burger Journey to Bank of America 
 

by Personal Finance class 
 

On a foggy Thursday, November 17, 2016 
morning, the Burger Transition Center's 
Personal Finance class took a walk to the 
Garden City branch of Bank of America. Our 
hostess and tour guide, Ms. Feathrston the 
bank manager, showed us a lot of interesting 
things about the bank. She showed us the 
safety deposit boxes that are in a room with a 
big metal vault door. People keep their 
valuables in the locked boxes. In a different 
room we got to see the counting machine, the 
computer servers, and the back of the ATM 
seen in the picture above. We were not allowed 
to take pictures inside the bank for security 
reasons. This picture from the vestibule and a 
couple outside were all we were allowed to 
take. Ms. Featherston told us about savings and 
checking accounts and how to open an account 
at the bank. She gave us some paperwork about 
the bank and its services. She told us about the 
jobs people do at the bank and introduced us to 
some employees and a trainee.  
The only disappointing part of our trip was that 
the bank was not giving out any free samples 
that day. Perhaps we'll check again soon.  
 



 

Shining Star Student, Sarah Gregory 
 

The student shining star for Burger Baylor 
is awarded to Sarah Gregory. 
Sarah came to Burger at a difficult time in 
her young life. She has worked very hard 
and is growing in to a young lady with a 
strong positive attitude toward her future. 
Sarah determination is amazing as she 
achieves each skill in her classes.  Sarah 
has become a part of the Burger student 
body and this is a credit to her individuality 
– her own way of looking at life and its 
challenges.  
A big thank you to her family for all their 
support... 
Sarah strives each and every day, and we 
should all learn from her example.  
Through the support from her family and 
the Burger staff, her growth has been 
tremendous. She is becoming a role 
model to her fellow classmates  
We are very proud to award the Shining 
Star to Sarah Gregory 
 

 

Shining Star Staff Member, Mr.  Jeff 
Edgar 
 

Jeff Edgar is our Shining Star at Burger 
Baylor for many reasons. Jeff has been 
tireless in his work on our garden at 
Burger. From the very start he has 
contributed time and energy through out 
spring, summer, and fall. 

He has prepared the beds for planting, 
weeding, watering and harvesting. His 
patience with the students that were 
involved in the garden project was a key 
to the garden’s success. 
Hundreds of pounds of produce were 
delivered to the Inkster Pantry giving fresh 
vegetables to our community friends. 
Jeff is a wonderful support to our students 
and their families. Jeff is an integral part of 
our school team and is always looking for 
ways to improve learning for our students. 
Wherever you ask Jeff for help, his go to 
answer is always, “YES, how can I help?” 
He is looked up to by his colleagues and 
can motivate helpers to work in the garden 
in 90 degree weather, and that takes a 
very special person.  For all these reasons 
and more we are very glad to call Jeff 
Edgar - OUR SHINING STAR!  
 
 

 
 

Christmas Dinners Around the World 
By:Joseph Wirick 

 
There is nothing like having a festive feast 
on Christmas day. It is a special time where 
families come together at the dinner table to 
share special moments with each other. It all 
traces back to the Victorian era in the UK 
where families had turkey, roasted potatoes, 
minced pies, Christmas pudding and even 
crackers for Christmas dinner.  
Christmas dinners are a tradition not only 
celebrated in America but celebrated around 
the world. In Japan, people had KFC as a 
Christmas meal since 1974. In the Czech 
Republic, they had fried carp and potato 
salad. In Iceland, they eat 
hamborgarhryggur which is like a Gammon 
steak along with reindeer, ptarmigan and 
smoked lamb. In Sweden, they have a three 
course meal called a Julbord which consist 
of fish, cold cuts of meat and meatballs, 



small fried sausages or Jannsons frestelse. In 
Finland, they have svineribbe and pork belly 
side prepared with seasoning along with 
boiled vegetables, sauerkraut, potatoes and 
gravy. In Slovakia, they have oplátky, 
sauerkraut soup and carp. In the Honduras, 
they have tamales, roast pork leg, and 
torrejas for dessert. In Slovenia, they have 
potica, pečenka ,and grilled turkey. In 
Germany, they have roasted carp and 
roasted goose along with roasted potatoes 
and different kinds of cabbage. In the 
Philippines, they have a cured leg of pork 
with a ball of Edam cheese covered in a red 
wax. 
Even though the customs and traditions of 
Christmas dinners have changed wherever 
you are in the world, one thing remains the 
same, and it is the special memories that 
families share together during the Christmas 
season. 
 

 
 

Occupational Therapy Corner 
Holiday Gift Ideas 

 

It’s that time of year again.  The weather’s 
getting colder, holiday songs are playing 
on the radio, and our families are making 
plans for get-togethers.  As the holiday 
season approaches, many of us struggle 
with finding appropriate gifts for our 
kiddos.  We receive lots of questions 
about what kind of gifts are best for 
sensory input, fine motor development, 
and most of all...fun! 
Here are some ideas for your families: 
 
Gifts for Calming Sensory Input 

 Rocking chairs, gaming chairs or 
swings: The rocking and swinging 
motion back and forth can be very 
calming to the nervous system. 
 Gaming chairs are a great 
alternative to rocking chairs 
because they are very low to the 

ground and limit the risk of falls, 
while being age-appropriate for 
teenagers. 

 Rainsticks:  Both visually and 
auditorily appealing, rainsticks 
provide a calming sensation when 
turned over.  They help our kids 
self-soothe. 

 Bubbles or a bubble machine: 
 Battery operated bubble 
machines can provide hours of 
entertainment and calming input. 
 They are very visually calming. 

 Play Dough:  The cold and 
squishy feeling of the playdough 
provides a soothing feeling as well 
as can be a stress reliever.   

Gifts for Bilateral Skills (Using both hands 
together) 

 Legos: Interlocking toys like Legos 
are good to “push together” and 
“pull apart” using both hands at 
the same time.  Larger, oversized 
ones are great for students who 
may try to mouth small toys. 
 They’re easier to grab, too! 

 Ogodisks: Ogodisks are great toys 
to work on eye-hand coordination 
and bilateral skills at the same 
time!  To use them, you hold on to 
the disk with both hands and 
volley a koosh ball between 
players. Try to volley back and 
forth without moving your feet for 
an extra challenge. 

 Jewelry kits: Beading is a 
functional way to work on bilateral 
skills by holding a string with one 
hand and manipulating beads with 
the other hand.  In the end, you 
get a pretty bracelet or 
necklace...win win! 

Gifts for Fine Motor Skill Development 
 Hungry Dog/Hungry Monkey: 

 Children can work on using 
utensils to pick up bones/bananas 
and feed the hungry animals.  This 
is a great activity to build up hand 
strength and dexterity. 

 Puzzles: For younger children, 
large inset puzzles are a great 
way to build up fine motor skills to 
manipulate the pieces.  Older 



children can complete puzzles 
with smaller pieces. 

 Sticker/Coloring decorating 
booklets:  Peeling off stickers to 
apply to designs and color in blank 
space is a creative way to develop 
fine motor skills.  The smaller the 
stickers, the harder little fingers 
will have to work to peel them off! 

 

Hopefully, these ideas will get your holiday 
gift list started!  We hope that you and 
your families have a safe, healthy, happy 
and enjoyable holiday season. 
 

Your Friendly Neighborhood OTs 
Candace Papineau, Pamela Brown, and 
Meredith Nackley 
 

 
 

SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
By:Brandon Davis 

 
Out of all the video game 
characters Nintendo's Rival, 
Sega has created, the most 
famous one of them all is Sonic 
the Hedgehog. In1991, Sega 
released the first game starring 
the blue blur and he became an 
instant hit. Over the years, 
Sonic has met other characters 
and villains, including Miles 
“Tails” Prower, Amy Rose, 
Knuckles the Echidna, Metal 
Sonic, Shadow the Hedgehog, and 
more. He has also appeared in 
other media, too. Those include: 
comic books, T.V. Shows, manga, 
smart devices, and video game 
crossovers. Although, in recent 
years, Sonic's been having some 
trouble in certain games, his 
struggles will soon be over. 
Why? Because he'll be back to 
his glory days for his 25th 

anniversary. Sure, they only 
released Sonic Boom: Fire and 
Ice for the 3DS, but it still 
ended up having better reviews 
than the first two games from 
the Sonic Boom series. Sega, 
along with Archie Action comics, 
have Sonic Mega Drive in the 
works. Not to mention that Sonic 
did appear in his Lego debut for 
Lego Dimensions, but those are 
just appetizers for the 
anniversary. Sega had some huge 
plans for the character's 
birthday celebration. In spring 
2017, they'll be releasing the 
homage to the classic Sonic 
video gaming, known as Sonic 
Mania, with the help of indie 
game developers, Headcannon and 
Pagodawest Games. This Game 
brings some of the original 
stage levels and some new ones, 
two. Also, Sonic has got a new 
ability, called the Drop Dash 
and you could either play as 
Sonic, Tails, or Knuckles. The 
game will be made for Microsoft, 
PS4, and XBOX One. Then, in 
holiday 2017, they'll be 
releasing a very special game, 
codenamed, “Project Sonic 2017” 
(possibly known as Sonic 
Resistance). It's very similar 
to Sonic Generations, where you 
would play as both Classic Sonic 
and Modern Sonic, but it's NOT a 
sequel to that game. This is a 
completely different game that 
will feature some similar 
elements as well as some stuff 
that are new. A few examples 
includes having a new gameplay 
to go with some familiar ones, 
some intense stages (like the 
apocalyptic-like setting you can 
see in the trailer), and a 
mysterious new character will be 
joining the Sonic the Hedgehog 
family. We don't know what else 
it'll show, but if there's one 
thing I'm sure about, this game 
will redeem Sonic and the game 
series. It'll be release for 
Microsoft Windows, PS4, XBOX 
One, and the new Nintendo Switch 
(codenamed, NX). In 2018, as a 



desert, we'll get to see the 
first live-action Sonic movie. 
It'll be made by Sony Pictures, 
Blur Studios, Marza Animation 
Planet, executive producer: Tim 
Miller (Director of DeadPool), 
and director: Jeff Fowler 
(Gopher Broke). With an 
anniversary celebration that 
big, Mario is going to be soooo 
jealous. 

 
 

 
 

APOLLO 8 
 

by Branson Bellamy 
 
Ever since the Wright Brothers’ first flight 
in 1903, and even prior, man has dabbled 
with the thought of conquering flight. The 
first human spacecraft was launched by 
the Soviet Union on April 12th, 1961. 
Project Mercury was the first human 
spacecraft program of the United States, 
which ran from 1958 through 1963. 
Though Apollo 8 was the second human 
spacecraft mission of the United States, it 
had a lot of firsts. 
The Apollo 8 astronauts became the first 
humans to travel beyond low earth orbit, 
the first to see earth as a whole planet, 
the first to see the far side of the moon, 
the first to see an earthrise, and the first 
manned spacecraft to orbit the moon and 
return safely to earth. In addition, Apollo 8 
was the first human spacecraft launched 
from the Kennedy Space Center located 
across from Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station in Florida. 
The three astronauts aboard the famous 
Apollo 8 space mission were Frank 
Borman, James Lovell and William 
Anders. Once in space, the crew 
photographed the lunar surface, both 
farside and nearside, obtaining important 
information on topography. Topography 

means in-depth features of the earth, the 
moon, and surrounding planets. 
Apollo 8 successfully splashed down in 
the Pacific Ocean on December 27th, 
1968, seven days after its launching date. 
Because Apollo 8 occurred near 
Christmas, this made way to a live 
Christmas Eve broadcast on the moon, 
where the crew read the first 10 verses 
from the Book of Genesis. At this point in 
history, Apollo 8 held the record for the 
most watched TV program in human 
history. Additionally, six live television 
transmission sessions were done during 
the mission. 
Saturn 5 was the key factor in contributing 
to the take-off of Apollo 8. Saturn 5 was a 
rocket used by NASA between 1966 
through 1973. The first Saturn 5 launched 
with a crew was Apollo 8. Apollo 8 was 
able to accomplish what it did, due to 
hitching a ride from Saturn 5. Try to 
imagine Saturn 5 as a semi truck going 
from point A to point B, and Apollo 8 as its 
cargo. 
 

 
 

BURGER STUDENTS CONSTRUCT A FLOAT  
FOR GARDEN CITY SANTALAND PARADE 

 

by Michael Lomas and Jacob Heater 
 

The students at Burger Transition Center 
and Burger Baylor have along with support 
from The Autos for Autism Committee, The 
Lyman Foundation as well as BASA 
Burger’s parent group to plan, prepare for, 
and construct Burger’s first ever float entry 
in the Garden City Santaland Parade. Also, a 
huge thanks to Mr. Larry Brunet for lending 
us his trailer to build the float on. 
 

The students at both buildings were given 
the theme of this year’s parade (gingerbread) 
and asked to make decorations to cover the 
float. Students and staff in Room 1 (Leslie 
Suchy-Kuclo) and Room 2 (Dr. Patrick 



Crosby) assumed the task of constructing the 
float in the hallway outside their classrooms. 
Other classes that helped included: Amy 
Swarthout (teacher) and her staff and 
students, Cathy Zieleniewski (teaching 
assistant) and her students, as well as Cheryl 
Darnell (teaching assistant) and her students 
who helped, too.  
 

 
 

In a rather short period of time the float 
went from a wooden platform to the finest 
float in the land. The float that the students 
and staff built was a gingerbread garage that 
we covered in brown paper. Then we used 
the decorations made by classrooms from 
both Burger Transition and Burger Baylor to 
cover the gingerbread garage. 

 

The parade started at the corner of 
Maplewood road and Middlebelt Road, 
turned the corner onto Middlebelt, then went 
down Middlebelt to Ford Road. Then it 
turned left onto Ford Road. Next it turned 
left and went up Central Road and back to 
Maplewood. 
 

 
 

The Detroit Tigers mascot Paws showed up 
at the Parade. Rory the Detroit Lions mascot 

showed up. Santa and his reindeers were 
also there. 

 
 

We walked in the parade and passed out 
candy. We saw some old cars driving. We 
had a fun time at the parade. We look 
forward to doing this again next year. 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
By:Aaron Grove 

 

Christmas Eve is the named after the 
evening but is really the entire day 
preceding Christmas Day, which is the 
festival commemorating the birth of Jesus 
of Nazareth. Christmas Day is observed 
around the world, and Christmas Eve is 
widely observed as a full or partial holiday 
in anticipation of Christmas Day. 
Together, both holidays are considered 
one of the most culturally significant 
celebrations in Western society. 
Christmas celebrations have long begun 
the night of the 24th due in part to the 
Christian liturgical day starting at sunset a 
practiced form of tradition and based on a 
story from the of Book of Genesis. No 
Matter how you celebrate, have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

 


